CHAPTER XXVI
CAMARET  BAY
(1694;
TT remains to recount what befell the Brest expedition.
JLAccording to Dalrymple, King William
intended that the attempt should have been made in the spring,
but Admiral Russell, by private orders from King James, having
accepted the command of the fleet, which had been taken from
him the year before, and King James having given private
instructions, through the hands of the Countess of Shrewsbury,
to him, the Duke of Leeds [Danby], the Lords Shrewsbury,
Godolphin and Marlborough, and others, to create delays in the
fitting out of the fleet;l Lord Berkley, who commanded it, was
not ready to sail till the first week of June,
This outrageous charge does not affect Marlborough, who,
having no official employment of any kind, had no power to
delay the sailing of the fleet. It is, however, flagrant against
Admiral Russell, whose patriotism and inherent loyalty to the
Protestant succession had been proved at Cape La Hogue,
and were now about to be proved again in the Mediterranean,
to which he was proceeding, in pursuit of Tourville, with
the English main fleet. Before sailing the Admiral wrote to
the Secretary of the Admiralty, Trenchard, a letter which
shows his care for the public interests, and ill consorts with
the libel that he had been betraying them under the orders of
James II:
Now we are going, give me leave to offer to you my opinion.
I shall not speak upon the business of the Straits ; in that I assure
you what service I am able to perform there, I will not be want-
ing. But those ships designed to Brest with the landmen, how
successful they may be nobody can make a judgment; but 'tis to
be feared that since the delay has been so much greater than could
1 See a copy of these instructions in Macpherson's Original Papers, i, 456.
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